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Part 1: Module 3
1. Discuss how the IDEA of 2004 changed the transition mandate in terms of:
a) Postsecondary transition goals
In regard to postsecondary transition goals, the IDEA of 2004 made it a requirement for the education departments at the state level to follow and report the postsecondary results for students with learning disabilities (Flexer et al., 2012). To assess the postsecondary goals of students with disabilities, OSEP established indicator 14 that comprises the percentage of postsecondary IEPs youth employed or attending any postsecondary training a year after graduating from secondary education. In addition, the IDEA of 2004 made it a requirement that the postsecondary goals of disabled students should be measured, and their postsecondary results are reported.
b) Accountability for students' postsecondary transition goals
In regard to the accountability of the postsecondary goals of students, the focus was primarily on two outcomes: competitive employment and higher education enrollment (Flexer et al., 2012). The accountability requirement for competitive employment holds that the pay for competitive postsecondary disabled students should be at or beyond the minimum salary in an environment setting whose other employees are not disabled. Postsecondary students are also held accountable if they enroll in higher learning institutions after postsecondary education. The enrollment in a higher learning institution may either be a part-time or regular basis, and they must have fully completed one or more terms. 
c) The timeline for starting transition planning
The IDEA of 2004 also increased the timeline for beginning transition planning from age 14 to 16. Initially, the IDEA of 1997 required transition planning to begin by age 14 (Flexer et al., 2012). However, the literature review hints that only 35 percent of the states have heeded the requirement given by the IDEA of 2004 (Flexer et al., 2012). Generally, the majority of the state departments of education require transition planning to commence at 15 years or before. 
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